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 Invited Talk 
 
 

Long range predictions are still more difficult than is usually 
assumed*  

 

                                                 
* If you have not heard the speaker before on the same topic in the last two years, you will get a free bottle of 
Austrian wine if you are not surprised by some of the examples given by the speaker. 
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It is easy to understand that predictions about future developments for the next 10-20 
years are essential, if we want to make the right decisions on important matters, like public 
vs. private traffic, and in each case using what kind of energy? Or what are the subjects that 
we should teach at school to 8 year olds that will still be relevant when they leave their 
university with a Bachelor degree 15 years later? That long range predictions are difficult is 
usually attributed to the fact that "developments are happening very fast and it seems even at 
accelerating speed". In this talk we will show a number of much deeper reasons, why 
predictions in most cases are indeed not just hard, but impossible. Some of the reasons are 
very surprising, and shed a light on how we think, and how we have to change our thinking to 
at least grasp a bit of what is going to happen. Surprisingly, it also turns out that some 
reasons show the weaknesses of our information age and how knowing this, we can become 
better in handling complicated situations and negotiations. If this sounds all a bit vague, it is, 
and it is vague on purpose: the speaker wants to surprise everyone in the audience a few 
times by presenting concrete samples and does not want to give away some of the highlights 
in this abstract.  

 
 
 


